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Thru the arch, on they marched, in the forties,

Navy Yard, past the guard; of faces, a sea,

Yardbird troops, ones and groups, walking briskly,

Building ships, for Country, to keep us free.

Fifty-thousand workers strong,

All daytime and nighttime long,

Philly and Jersey brigades,

More than one hundred skilled trades.

Electricians and apprentices, automobile mechanics, 

Mechanics and machinists, electronics mechanics,

Shipwrights and stev(e)dores, elevator mechanics.

Craters, caulkers, chippers, molders, masons, melters, 

Packers, punchers, plumbers, painters, oilers, welders, 

Riggers, roofers, shearers, divers, joiners, forgers, 

Grainers, helpers, buffers, chauffeurs and riveters.

Sandblasters, truck drivers, flame cutters, tool grinders, 

Saw filers, heat treaters, shop planners, flange turners, 

Foundry chippers, cable splicers, cutter grinders,

Boiler tenders, (e)lectroplaters, hammer runners.

Loftsmen, brakemen, stockmen, enginemen, furnacemen, ladlemen, crane workers,

Railroad men, ordnancemen, warehousemen, asphalt workers, sheetmetal workers,

Power-plant controlmen, ship progressmen, sewer workers, cement workers.

Armature winders, linoleum layers, riveter heaters, upholsterers,

Shielding installers, ship schedulers, production dispatchers,

Scrap material sorters, mobile equipment dispatchers, and plasterers.
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Building ships, for Country, to keep us free.

Fire control mechanics, gyrocompass mechanics, and radio mechanics,  

Instrument mechanics, heavy duty equipment mechanics, test mechanics,

Refrigeration mechanics, air-conditi(on)ing mechanics, toolroom mechanics,

Office machine repairman, laboratory aides, ship maintenance mechanics.

Machine operators, and high lift truck operators,

Elevator operators, bridge crane operators,

Automobile equipment operators, laborers,

Pest control equipment operators, and letterers.

Polishers, carpenters, gardeners, boatbuilders,

Pipefitters, shipfitters, wharf builders, 

Pipe cov(e)rers – insulators,

Planners and estimators,

Blacksmiths and locksmiths,

Anglesmiths and coppersmiths,

Sailmakers and toolmakers,

Boilermakers and patternmakers,

Liquid fuel distribution people, 

And holders on
.

Thru the arch, on they marched, in the forties,

Building ships, for Country, to keep us free. 
Verse by Ronald Gottardi; trades data from Naval Base Philadelphia – Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, HAER No. PA – 387, page 43, Appendix C, Authorized General Wage Service Ratings for the Naval Shipyard, Historic American Engineering Record, National Park Service, Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C., 1994, National Archives and Records Administration website, visited 10 Feb 2013, www.archives.gov. 
� Holders on were workers who held the rivet in place from the other side of the surface being joined while the riveter deformed and expanded the tail of the joiner with his riveting device. If the rivet was heated, the holder on used a board or other material to hold the rivet in place.





